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EDITORIAL

Truth and Context

As serious students of the Bible, we want truth—
especially Biblical truth. But truth, even Biblical
truth, is a bit more complex than might initially be
apparent.

To besure, all truths are correct, but not all truths
are of equal importance. For example: it is true that
there are gypsy moth egg clusters on many of the
treesinthis part of Pennsylvania; itis also true that it
is appointed to all men once to die. Which truth is
greater importance? It is true that Jesus died and rose again; the majority of
Sabbathkeepers beglieve he died on a Friday and rose on a Sunday. Which is
more important—the truth that He died and rose again? Or the truth about the
time of his dying and rising? And does the time and effort | put into studying,
thinking and writing about these two issues reflect their relative importance?

Some truths are mutually exclusive in a specific application. For example: It
is true that | should be merciful to my children; it is also true that | should
discipline them. But in a given situation | must decide whether to offer mercy
or punishment.

Truth must be understood in its context. One passage of the Bible says, “Cry
aloud and spare not and show my people their sins.” Another says, “"Accept
him whose faith is weak without passing judgment on disputable matters.”
Each statement makes excellent sense in its context; taken out of context and
used as an absolute rule for one’s life, either can create great problems.

Some truths are valid in general—but they are not without exception. For
example: “A soft answer turns away wrath.” But most of us can think of
situations in which a soft answer did not assuage anger. These exceptions
don't negate the principle, they only show that it is not an absolute truth.

How does all this add up to? Simply this: truth must be understood in its
context. A truth without a context is meaningless at best and dangerous at
worst. The Bible provides a wonderful overall context within which to evaluate
truth. And in evaluating any point of truth, each of us must personally accept
the challenge to ask: What is its context? How do | balance it with other truths?
What is its relative importance?

This is a heavy responsibility—one that we can easily avoid by looking to
someone else to teach us the truth about every question, by letting someone
else provide pat answers for everything. But by relinquishing our duty to think,
to search, and to test, we can easily fall into the same trap as the Pharisees of
Jesus' day. They were so intent on following “truths” about washing hands,
how to keep the Sabbath, and tithing, etc. that they violated greater truths such
as mercy, justice, and forgiveness. In their hands truth was dangerous. Let it
not be so with us.

—Richard A. Wiedenheft
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What the Sabbath Means to Me

by Neils-Erick Andreassen

The Sabbath. The beneficent Creator, after the six days of Creation,
rested on the seventh day and instituted the Sabbath for all people as a
memorial of Creation. The fourth commandment of God’s unchangeable
law requires the observance of this seventh-day Sabbath as the day of rest,
worship, and ministry,in harmony with the teaching and practice of Jesus,
the Lord of the Sabbath.

The Sabbath is a day of delightful communion with God and one another.
It is a symbol of our redemption in Christ, a sign of our sanctification, a
token of our allegiance, and a foretaste of our eternal future in God’s
kingdom. The Sabbath is God’s perpetual sign of His eternal covenant
between Him and His people. Joyful observance of this holy time from
evening to evening, sunset to sunset, is a celebration of God’s creative and
redemptive acts. (Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Luke 4:16; Isa. 56:5, 6; 58:13, 14;
Matt. 12:1-12; Ex. 31:13-17; Eze. 20:12, 20; Deut. 5:12-15; Heb. 4:1-11; Lev.

23:32; Mark 1:32).

y father used to change his
clothes on Friday evening
before the Sabbath. Upon seeing
him come down the steep staircase
from the bedroom—first the black
“shoes, then the striped trousers, the
waistcoat, open jacket, white shirt,
and dark tie—I recall asking,
“Father, are we going somewhere?”
“No,” hereplied, “not tonight. But
Someone is coming,”

This early childhood recollection
brings me to the heart of what
Sabbath observance means. For on
this special day, God comes calling,
and I must make ready to meet Him.

The First Sabbath

God instituted the Sabbath when
He created the world (Gen. 2:1-3).
Although this text does not mention
the word Sabbath, it does introduce
the seventh day as the day when
God finished His work. From this I
might conclude that the very first
Sabbath belonged to God, for only
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He had worked sixdays. The Sabbath
essentially is neither a social,
humanitarian, nor ethnic practice,
but a divine principle belonging to
God and to His whole creation.

God did not rest from His work
because of tiredness. He could have
traveled to other dark corners of His
universe to spin moons, fling stars,
and breathe life into new creations.
But He stopped to bless and sanctify
the Sabbath, thereby assuring us
that the Sabbath is the day of His
holy presence. God’s presence—is
the key to my Sabbathkeeping. Some-
one is coming, and I must make
ready to welcome Him.

The fourth commandment gives
me the second great Sabbath textin
the Bible: “Remember the Sabbath
day, to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8).
Forget the Sabbath? That would be
like forgetting God and His presence
with us. Can that be possible?

Exodus 16 tells the story of the
newly liberated Hebrew slaves, who
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had completely forgotten the Sab-
bath. They worked extra hard on the
sixth day to gather a double portion
of manna but did not realize what it
meant. Some came to Moses for an
explanation (verse 22). Even then,
some still went out to gather manna
on the Sabbath day, but “they found
none’ (verse 27). So it is possible to
forget the Sabbath, especially for
those busily occupied with pursuing
personal goals and making profit.

The command to remember the
Sabbath, then, calls me to remember
my Creator (Ex. 20:11). To remember
the Sabbath means to remember the
God who created the world in six
days and stopped on the seventh to
offer His people His holy presence. I
respond by being ready to welcome
my Divine Guest atthe beginning of
the Sabbath, on the evening of the
sixth day (see Lev. 23:32).

No thought of work, unfinished
business, or last-minute profit taking
must interfere with this welcome.
Clean clothes, a tidy house, festive
table, tasty foods, reading and prayer,
and music and conversation surround
my welcome to my God. As God
completed His creative work in six
days, so must L.

By means of a covenant, God estab-
lishes a special relationship between
Himself and His people. The Bible
speaks of the Sabbath as a sign of
this relationship (Ex. 31:13-17; Eze.
20:12, 20). A covenant, like a contract,
makes formal the privileges and
responsibilities that govern an
arrangement, such as a marriage
relationship or a business trans-
action. The Sabbath signifies such a
contract, setting out my privileges
and responsibilities before God.
What are they?

The privilege of assurance. The
Sabbath memorial of Creation
assures me that God finished His
work of Creation and that He will
also complete His work of re-creation.
Is this world disintegrating, return-
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ing to the nothing from which it
came? The Sabbath assures me that
the God who created it also sustains
it.

The privilege of belonging. The
Sabbath memorial of Creation
reminds me who I am—God’s child,
shaped in God’s image. Moreover,
on the Sabbath we are free from all
work and stand as equals before one
another. Nooneis boss. The Sabbath
reminds us that we belong to God
and to one another.

My responsibility toward God.
He expects that on this day I give
Him full attention, not working for
myself or speaking of my own
interests (Isa. 58:13). Some find this
a heavy burden, but personally I
have always found this responsibility
pleasant. As a student, I often thanked
God for a day in which I could, with
a good conscience, leave off studying.
Even now I enjoy completing some
facet of my work on Friday, then
cleaning the desk and leaving it all
until next week. This Sabbath respon-
sibility is light, and a pleasure to
perform.

My responsibilities toward
others. First, the Bible expects us to
do all we can to extend the Sabbath
to other people within our reach.
Never must we keep Sabbath at
theirexpense, but as we havereceived
the Sabbath, so we must share it.

But more than that, the Sabbath
requires us to minister to the needy.
For that reason, we keep emergency
vehicles going, utilities operating,
hospitals open, stoves warm, and
essential and needed servicesintact.
Whatever we must do to fulfill these
Sabbath responsibilities, we do in
the interest of God, for the sake of
others, not our own.

Sabbathkeeping

Many theologians and some
behavioral scientists have recognized
the great benefits the Sabbath can
bring. Some have pointed to tradi-
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tional practices of Jewish Sabbath
observance; others have learned
from the ways of serious Sunday-
keepers. For example, we know the
custom of Jewish mothers, wholight
the Sabbath candles on Friday even-
ing, and the Christian practice of
morning church and afternoon pot-
luck.

But however helpful these practices
may be, they nevertheless belong to
one culture or another. We must not
confuse them with the Sabbath itself.
For the Sabbath belongs to the whole
world, to all its people, and to all
time. Its uniqueness rests not so
much in the things I do, but in the
holiness of its time and the attitude
with which I regpond to it.

In all of Creation, the Sabbath
time is the only thing God made
holy. During this holy time, God
comes to visit His people. This
explains why I remember and antici-
pate God’s creation and my redemp-
tion on thisday. Whether the Incarna-
tion, or the church, marriage and
the family, God’s law, or Christ’s
second coming, the Sabbath touches
all aspects of my faith.

Thus the Sabbath stands in the
" midst of my faith and my life. From
this vantage point I look back,
remembering God’s work of Creation
and His plan of redemption. I respond
with praise, worship, and Christian
service. And I anticipate His com-
pleted work of redemption and His
new creation.

But more than that. The Sabbath
is also a cornerstone of my religious
practice. Friday evening at sunset I
begin with Sabbath worship—formal
or informal, but always spiritual
and deeply felt. Then follows Sabbath
school and church on Sabbath morn-
ing. But the worship service must be
neither habitual nor customary.
Always new and refreshing, the serv-
ice, complete with hymns, prayers,
and gifts, brings me a message from
God for this day. I recognize God’s
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presence through His Written Word
and by His Spirit.

Such a Nice Day

Finally, Sabbath is such a nice
day for all God’s people. On thisday
Imay share alively table with family
and friends, young and old, eyes
gleaming in the candlelight, while
we enjoy sparkling drink, tasty food,

God’s presence—not
legalism or
sectarianism—
is the key to my
Sabbathkeeping.

and stimulating conversation. Or
we may spend a quiet afternoon
under the shade trees, with books
and blankets, sharing bits of wisdom
while munching on apples and nuts.
Or we may enjoy a casual walk hand
in hand through the forest or along
the seashore, saying some, seeing
more, and thinking most.

What pleasure God must have
taken in making this world, every-
thing in order, nothing missing, not
a fin, not a feather, all fitting
together, busily interacting, heaven
and earth, flower and trees, man
and beast. But then, how thoughtful
of God to stop and say, “Right. Now
let us all take a break—24 hours.”

What does the Sabbath mean to
me? Memorial of Creation, sign of
the covenant, foretaste of eternity,
rest and equality, worship and joy,
and the sheer pleasure of keeping
company with one another and with
God.

The author is chairman of the
Department of Biblical Studies at
Loma Linda University; reprinted by
permission from Adventist Review,
January 22, 1987; © 1987,

Review and Herald Publ. Assn.
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Yes, God Cares

by Jeannie Cryer

It was Monday, June 6, 1988—a
bright and sunny day; the air was
fresh from the rains of the previous
day. Everyone was busy getting ready
for planting crops, feeling on top of
the world, so to speak. About 7:30in
the evening, my husband, Vernon,
and I drove the 21 miles to our near-
est town, Boise City, Oklahoma, to
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pick up medicine for some sick calves.
We stopped at our favorite restau-
rant to eat supper, and as we fin-
ished, the waitress called me to the
phone. This was nothing unusual.
Our 27-year old daughter Shirley
and her husband, David, who live
only a few miles from our farm,
would sometimes call if they needed
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something from town. They knew
we always ate there when we werein
town at mealtime.

. WhenIanswered the phone David
told me our daughter had fallen and
was unconscious; he couldn’t revive
her. He had stopped by the house to
see what time supper would be ready
before returning to the field. He found
Shirley lying on the floor. Stuart
and Carrie, their children ages eight
and five, were trying to call the
ambulance. David asked us to stay
in town and meet him at the
hospital.

As we rushed to the hospital, I
thought about Shirley’s miscarriage
six months earlier; she had been
very upset atlo&ing the much-wanted
baby. Now she was pregnant again—
fourteen weeks. We feared something
mightbe wrong with this pregnancy.
I didn’t know if she could handle
another disappointment.

When we got to the hospital, we
learned that Shirley had had a
seizure. The children, thinking she
wasdying, had bravely tried to wake
her up. They put cool water on her
face and let their two new puppies
lick her face—nothing helped.
Unsuccessful in their attempts to
contact both sets of grandparents,
they tried calling the ambulance. Of
all this Shirley had no memory.

For three days she stayed in the
hospital undergoing tests. Every-
thing was negative. But the doctor
wasn'’t satisfied, so he sent her to a
specialistin Amarillo for more tests.

Thursday evening David called
with the news that they had found a
brain tumor and that she was sched-
uled for surgery on the following
Monday afternoon. Our local doctor
explained to us thatit was the worst
kind of malignant tumor, a fast
growing type and fairly large. He
didn’t give us any hope. She might
live six weeks at the most. Our world
crashed at our feet.

That night we informed family
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and a few close friends and began
reading some passages from the
Bible and praying to God. By Friday
morning, the word had spread through
our little community. Family and
neighbors were coming in to finish
ours and David’s planting, to take
care of our cattle and 75 steers that
were just shipped in the week before.
The phone rang so much I could
hardly get myself and the two grand-
children ready for the 150-mile trip
to Amarillo. We finally were able to
leave about an hour and a half later
than planned.

The closer we got to Amarillo,
about the more uncertain I became. I
just couldn’t face Shirley. I couldn’t
stand to see our baby girl like that.
Did she know she might have just a
little time left? (Later we learned the
doctors had told her she had four
weeks to live). Vernon was very
quiet and looked like he was a mil-
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lion miles away. I guess we felt that
if we didn’t talk about it, maybe it
wouldn’t be true. But we knew we
had to face the situation.

We got to the hospital and located
Shirley’s room. She was sitting upin
bed. Her children were the first to
hug and kiss her, then the rest of us.
Tears streaming we told her that we
had God on our side and she was
going to win this battle, with God’s
help.

She was already receiving flowers
and phone calls; soon the visitors
came. In the days ahead, we had to
unplug the phone and turn visitors
away so she could rest. Her room
looked like a florist shop.

Shirley remarked one day that she
was on prayer lists from Texas to
Nebraska. How could God help but
hear all the prayers and know how
important Shirley was in so many
lives. Yet, she and David were scared,
and they had cause to be. We felt so
helpless when she said to her father,
“Daddy, I'm so scared. You used to
make the scared feelings go away. I
wish you could make this one go
away.”

. But God was working in His own
way. David told us that the second
night he had met a lady on the hos-
pital elevator. She inquired about
Shirley and wanted to visit with her.
We refer to this lady as the “mystery
lady” because we didn’t know any-
thing about her exceptthat her name
was Lynn. She told David she’d had
a similar experience some years
previously and showed him theinden-
tation that was left in her head from
her surgery. Her visit gave Shirley
encouragement.

Saturday the “mystery lady” was
back with a radio for Shirley. About
noon I asked her if she would like to
be anointed in accordance with
James 5:14, 15. Shirley had been
raised to keep the Sabbath and had
seen God heal others before and had
experienced healing of minorillnesses

MARCH 1990

of her own. After she was grown and
married she chose to keep Sunday
instead. I told her even with all the
prayers being offered in her behalf
anointing could be the step God was
waiting for her to take. There had
been no changes at all in her condi-
tion up to this point.

Shirley did want to be anointed,
and we called Jerry McClenagen,
elder of the Christian Church of God
in Amarillo. He had known Shirley
since she was a small child and it
was hard for him to finish the prayer
as he anointed her. He mentioned
that tearful and heartfelt prayer had
been requested on her behalf that
morning at their church.

Our “mystery lady” came back
again Saturday night. She was
bubbly and happy and sat on Shirley’s
bed giving cheerful encouragement.
Then she stopped and said, “You
know I had the strangest feeling
when I walked across the parking
lot tonight. I looked up and this
whole hospital had a bright glow
over it and especially at your win-
dow.” Shortly after she left, we went
to our motel room. Before retiring
that evening, David (who slept on a
cot in her room every night until the
surgery) and Shirley had a private
prayer together.

The next morning they told us
that after their prayer, Shirley lay
back on her pillow and said there
was a very strange feeling in the top
of her head as if something was
lifted out of it. She had a very deep
and restful sleep that night, her first
in several weeks; she was no longer
afraid.

Sunday night, the “mystery lady”
was back again giving Shirley her
“pep” talk. She said she would be
checking on her after the surgery,
but that was the last time Shirley
saw her.

Monday was a tense day for all of
us. Although Shirley was anointed
and placed in God’s hands, we didn’t
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know what His will was. The doc-
tors told us the surgery could take
anywhere from 2-1/2 to 12 hours.

Itlasted only 2-1/2 hours, but to us
it was a long time. The doctors were
surprised and amazed to find the
tumor wasn’t the type that showed
up on an MRI scan, nor was it as
large as they originally thought.
Though confident he had removed
all of the growth, the surgeon wanted
her to haveradiation therapy justin
case there was a live cell or two.
Chemotherapy was not considered
because of her pregnancy.

About 30 minutes after the surgery,
Shirley was alert and could move all
her limbs. Only four ounces of blood
drained, and thete was a minimum
of brain swelling. The doctors told
her she would be in the intensive
care unit four days, but she was
there only 36 hours. They told her
she would have no solid foods for
four days, but the next day she was
eating. Wednesday morning, her
husband helped her out of bed and
by that afternoon she was getting
out by herself. The intravenous feed-
ings tubes were to stay in for a week;
they were removed on Wednesday
afternoon. The staples used to close
up the incision were to be left for
seven or eight days; they were
removed on the sixth day. She was
to remain in the hospital ten to four-
teen days; she was released on the
eighth day.

Before being discharged, our
daughter received an unsigned card
in the mail that said, “Your guardian
angel is watching and praying over
you.” Wasitfrom the “mysterylady?”
No one seemed to know anything
about her except that she had been
seen around the hospital on other
occasions. God said we would enter-
tain angels unawares. Do you sup-
pose???

Another strange thing occurred
when David found some money on
his dresser in the motel room. He
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was the only one who had a key
other than the office and they said
no one had been there requesting
entry to his room. The money came
at time when it was most needed.

A series of radiation treatments,
which began on July 5and ended on
August 8, made Shirley feel tired
mainly because of the pregnancy.
All through the pregnancy we were
hoping and praying there would be
no complications because of the
radiation.

A beautiful and healthy girl,
Brittany Regina, cameinto the world
on November 15, 1988, weighing in
at51b.,130z.,19-1/4incheslong. On
the 19th (Shirley’s birthday),
Brittany and her mother came home
after checking out normal and
healthy.

In January, Shirley had another
scan;everything was fine. Through-
out the spring and summer of ’89 she
was active and radiant, taking care
of her three children and helping
with the wheat harvest and the ranch.
However, in August headaches and
subsequent tests resulted in a second
operation to remove a cyst and some
very early-stage tumor cells at the
site of the original tumor. Shirley
came through with flying colors and
the prognosisis very good. In between
follow-up chemotherapy treatments,
she is back to her old routine—
always busy and on the go. At one
year, Brittany is, like her mother,
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the picture of health; she is deeply
loved by brother and sister and all
the rest of her family. She and her
mother are referred to as the “mira-
cle” girls” by everyone who knew
about the difficult times they went
through together.

Shirley has set us an example
which will be hard to follow should
we find ourselves in a serious prob-
lem. When she was facing doctors,
nurses, friends, and family, she had
acourageous attitude and was always
cheerful. She would even encourage
and cheer her friends when they
called to visit and broke into tears.

One lady said she couldn’t under-
stand why it had to be Shirley. Why
not someone whodidn’thave a future,
no small children to suffer, or some-
one whose life was almost over.
told her that I had wondered the
same thing, wishing that it had
been myselfinstead; but then people
wouldn’t have been as concerned

CHANGE
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and our light wouldn’t have shown
as brightly. Shirley has become
known far and wide over this. Peo-
ple we hardly knew gave us encour-
agement and told us they were pray-
ing for her.

We ask God each day to continue
giving Shirley and Brittany good
health. We give all the praise, honor
and glory to God in the highest; and
yes, folks, there is a God that cares
and still performs miracles!

Adapted from Churchlight, Sept. '89.
Shirley’s father Vernon is an elder of
the Church of God of Boise City.
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Sacred Name Unity Conference

Last August about three dozen
representatives from various sacred
name groups met for a unity confer-
ence hosted by the Assembly of
Yahveh, Eaton Rapids, Michigan.
Conferees from nine states, British
Columbia, and Jamaica came for
the three days of meetings. On the
Sabbath their numbers swelled to
fifty or sixty.

Following an opening song serv-
ice led by John Briggs, Samuel
Graham welcomed the assembly,
reading passages from Psalms,
Ephesians, and'Romans—stressing
unity of faith, speaking the truth in
love, being kindly affectioned, and

preferring one another in love. He
was echoing an exhortation written
before the conference by a brother
who said “There is a great need
among believers to overlook differ-
ences and work toward a common
goal: that of salvation through grace
through Yahshua, the Messiah.”

The first morning, various attend-
ees expressed their reasons for
attending the conference: to praise
Yahveh, to share faith, to listen to
and take part in discussions, to
rejoice together and share experi-
ences, for encouragement, and for
the sake of the Word of Yahweh,
which is truth.

ADVERTISEMENT

Spring Vale Academy
The Alternative

For high school students, thereis an alternative. Spring Vale
Academy, a coed boarding school for high school grades 9-12,
offers a quality Christian education based on the teachings of
Scripture.

e High academic standards e Small class size

¢ Comprehensive Bible classes ® Christian friends
e Sports without Sabbath conflict e Informal prayer groups
® School day and evening dorm worship times

For more information, write or call today:

Spring Vale Academy
4150 S. M-52
Owosso, MI 48867
(5617) 725-2391
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Several attendees came to present
material they had prepared. George
Estey of Garfield, New Jersey, gave
a talk about the “House of Prayer”
pictured in the prophecy of Ezekiel
40-46 as envisioned in Henry
Sulley’s book about the temple de-
scribed in those chapters: that Yah-
weh will regather His people, that
their latter estate will be far more
glorious than the former grandeur
under David and Solomon, with
Jerusalem becoming the Queen City
of the world, headquarters of the
Kingdom of Yahweh, residence of
Yahshua.

Richard Francis, Jr., of Holt,
Michigan, presented a prophetic
study about the gathering of first-
fruits before an end time confronta-
tion between Yahweh and the nations
of the earth. Leroy Harmon of Mich-
igan spoke about the development of
the United States of Europe by 1992
and the nearness of the time when
the Kingdom of Yahweh will be
established at Yahshua’s return.
Voy Wilks of Cisco, Texas, defended
the counting of the Sabbath as the
seventh day of every week—regard-
less of when it falls during the lunar
month. He also reported on contacts
with believers in Part Harcourt,
Nigeria, to whom he sent tracts
imprinted with their address.

Pete Vacco of Rocheport, Missouri,
spoke about keeping unity and avoid-
ing strife and gossip; Winston Hines
from Jamaica urged assemblies to
work together to spread the mes-
sage; Brian Graham of Eaton Rap-
ids, Michigan, reported on condi-
tions and problems in Israel today;
Arthur Rose of Canada reported on
missionary work in India, where he
served for some 30 years. He accepted
the sacred name truth within the
last three years and hopes to return
to India in 1990; Jacob Miller of
Tampa, Florida, gave a presenta-
tion about abortion, presenting the
main thoughts from an article pub-
lished in the July-August issue of
The Faith magazine.

Samuel Graham concluded the
meetings with an exhortation to be
ready, to study that we may be
approved of Yahweh, and to con-
tinue walking in Yahweh’s command-
ments. The group voted to have a
meeting every year on the third
Sabbath of August. Two states have
been suggested for a 1990 confer-
ence: Ohio and Arkansas. Eric
Gentile and Connie Graham will
investigate possible sites and report
to participants.

—based on reports by
Ruth Fink and George Estey

careful use.

write:

Who Gets It?

What becomes of your estate if you die without a will?

The state will decide according to a formula fixed by law. Yourloved
ones will not necessarily be taken care of as you would want. So
regardless of how old you are, you owe it to those you care about to
have a valid will. When you make your will, remember that The Bible
Sabbath Association deeply appreciates bequests and puts them to

If you would like further information about making a will, please

The Bible Sabbath Associaiion
Fairview, Oklahoma 73737
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TO REPEAT

SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS BY
OR ABOUT SABBATHKEEPERS

Seventh-day Adventists regard sexual involvement with persons of the
same sex as sin. The church views gender confusion as an aberration
amenable to correction surgically, medicinally, or psychologically; and if
not, certainly to the control of spiritual force. In any case, the fact that you
do not practice homosexuality, in spite of temptation or orientation, is the
important thing. Temptation is not sin; yielding is. One does not jeopardize
salvation through urgings that by the grace of God are resisted. Such a
person becomes an overcomer.

\ | Calvin B. Rock answering a question in Adventist Review, Oct. 19, '89

The tendency of prophetic forecasters in recent generations has been
toward a shallow alarmism. This alarmism, intended to waken the slumber-
ing, has numbed more spirits than it has quickened. One result is that
expectations of the Second Advent are lowered, and a sort of comfortable
indifference to this topic has invaded much of the church. Moreover, the
decrease in our desire to hear of the Lord’s return is fully matched by our
increase in earthly goods and comforts—and the affection we set upon
them. . . . Because some have erred concerning Christ’s coming through
misdirected zeal, we dare not “improve” the error by our own lukewarm
approach to that same glorious prospect. End-time apathy is not the
recommended cure for last-days obsession. . . . Can we also maintain a
healthy interest in the signs of the times, without succumbing to the temp-
tation of viewing every headlineasa teaser of Christ’simmediate arrival? I
believe we must.

“Watchman, What of the Nineties?”’ by Calvin Burrell, Bible Advocate Jan. 90

The New Right might be called a political awakening, a resurgence of
conservatism, a new inquisition, whatever—but it should not be mistaken
for a spiritual revival. Indeed, it might even be the opposite.

“Rumors of Revival” by Clifford Goldstein, Liberty, Jul./Aug. 88

Corinthians warns against antinomianism—living as though there were
no eternal law of right. Galatians warns against legalism—living as
though our own efforts could merit acceptance with God.Antinomianism
and legalism are the two thieves flanking and menacing the gospel, as
surely as Christ himself was put between two thieves on Calvary.

“The Two Thieves” by Desmond Ford, Good News Unlimited, June '88

Quotes don’t necessarily reflect the views of The Bible Sabbath Association.
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BSA

NEWS FROM THE BSA

Sabbath at Sommerhase

Though not printed yet, Sabbath
at Sommerhase is close enough to
being printed that we are taking
prepublication orders. This 128-page
Sabbath story book for children can
be ordered at $7; the activity packet
is $3. Please add $1 to your orders to
cover the cost of postage.

Major Mailings Planned

With several publishing projects
completed or nearly completed, we
are gearing up for promotional mail-
ings to some 3000 Sabbathkeepers
who are not BSA members or sub-
scribers. Scheduled for February
was a flyer advertising the new
directory supplement. A subsequent
mailing will announce Sabbath at
Sommerhase. In addition we will
continue to mail out sample back
issues of The Sabbath Sentinel.
These bulk mailing are our primary
means of letting the Sabbathkeep-
ing community know about the serv-
ices available from BSA. If you
have Sabbathkeeping friends who
don’t know about our association,
please send us their names and
addresses and we’ll send them
material.

Computer Update

About a year and a half ago, BSA
purchased a Macintosh SE Comput-
er for the office in Fairview, Okla-
homa. Recently, God blessed us with
an opportunity to replace this with
the much more powerful Macintosh
II. Meanwhile the editor has just
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added a 60 mb. hard drive to his sys-
tem. This additional hardware will
enable us to consolidate mailing lists
and maintain more accurate records—
with less effort. It also gives us lots
of capacity for growth. We praise the
Eternal as we sit for hours at the
keyboards.

TSS Being Evaluated

In an effort to make certain that
our association’s primary publica-
tion, The Sabbath Sentinel,is doing
the best possible job of serving our
Creator, the Sabbathkeeping com-
munity, and BSA, we are currently
evaluating its focus. The editor has
presented four possibilities to the
BSA board of directors and others:
1. Make TSS a free periodical and
rely on donations and literature
orders from a much greater reader-
ship to pay for publishing costs; 2.
Begin to cover controversial topics—
presenting various views without
taking sides. An example of this
would be the article “To Drive or Not
to Drink” in the February issue; 3.
Cover a broader range of non-con-
troversial topics without neglecting
the Sabbath (family, marriage,
children, health, political news,
Christian growth, personal testi-
monials, biblical history, archeology,
creation science, etc.); 4. Keep TSS
as it is. If any of our readers would
like to offer input regarding TSS
and how we can make it of greater
service to the Sabbathkeeping com-
munity, we would welcome it.
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ON THE LEGAL FRONT

Update: Last September this column
noted that Barbara Austin lost her
job because she moved to be with her
husband. She was awarded unem-
ployment benefits in federal court,
claiming her religion required her to
move and that loss of benefits was
discrimination. Now the full panel
of the 4th Court of Appeals has over-
turned the original decision of three
ofitsjudges. Since others who moved
too far to continue working at a
specific place were denied compen-
sation under Virginia law, the court
said it would be unconstitutional to
favor someone who gave religious
reasons for moving. This scribe
agrees. Christians can go overboard
in alleging bias.

Blue laws in West Germany sur-
prised some East German visitors
when the Berlin Wall opened last
- year. Rainer Himpel and his family
got up at 3:00 AM one Saturday to
visit West Berlin. After hours of
driving he waited in line for “wel-
come money’’ equivalent to $220
given to all first-time visitors from
communist Germany. He found that
the stores closed at 2:00 PM Satur-
day and all day Sunday by law. At
last ready to shop, he was too late.
He and his family enjoyed the sights
and people of the West, then went
home to return anotherday. Through-
out Europe, laws force most stores to
close Sundays.

California wants to close the
Institute for Creation Research’s
graduate school. Although the col-

lege receives no tax funds, Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction, Bill
Honig, intends to disallow its right
to grant science degrees, a coup de
grace upon any postgraduate insti-
tution. Deathly media silence has
greeted this censorship attempt. If
California can quash ICR because
its professors (most with PhDs in
the sciences from distinguished sec-
ular universities) teach that God,
not chance, created man, then Vir-
ginia can close Jerry Falwell’s Lib-
erty University for the same reason.
An audacious governor in any state
might order all parochial schools
shut down because their classes
don’t meet humanistic standards.
What’s so great about pluralism,
anyway, right?

Former Surgeon General C.
Everett Koop on CBS This Morning
said, “In order to get Roe vs Wade
passed, the number of back alley
abortion deaths had to be exagger-
ated by a hundredfold. The greatest
number of deaths ever in one year
was 373.” In 1972, just before Roe,
there were 39 deaths, fewer than
now under legal abortion. The peti-
tioner in Roe lied that she had been
raped, later admitting she was
pregnant by her boyfriend. The case
following Roe which established the
legality of abortion up to the moment
of birth was brought on behalf of a
girl who ran away from the lawyers
“protecting her rights’ because she
never wanted an abortion. She has
appeared on Christian television.

THE SABBATH SENTINEL



FROM THE SEVENTH DAY COMMUNITY

SDA Trademark Update

John Marik, pastor of the Seventh-
day Adventist Congregational
Churchin Hawaii, was finally located
by US marshals on December 15,
imprisoned, and released on bail.
The minister, whose trademark fight
with the General Conference Corpo-
ration of Seventh-day Adventists
(GC) has repeatedly been covered in
T'SS’s legal column, has, however,
gotten another hearing in his bid to
use the SDA name. On October 5,
1989, the Ninth US Court of Appeals
ruled that the lower court’s sum-
mary judgment against him was in
error, partly because it misinter-
preted some of his responses. Marik
was not represented by alawyer. He
now is. The case was returned to the
district court to decide if the name
“Seventh-day Adventist” and the
initials “SDA” are indeed the prop-
erty of the CG. The appeals court did
let stand a contempt citation against
Marik for disobeying the lower court’s
injunction to stop using the disputed
name, hence his arrest.

SDBs Here and There

The Seventh Day Baptist Mission-
ary Society recently noted growth in
many areas. In Finland and
Estonia church membership has
climbed from 6 members just three
years ago to about 100. Missionaries
scheduled a visit to reported SDB
groups in Leningrad and Moscow
last fall, while a new missionary
family, Ian and Trudy Ingoe with
their small children Nichola and
David, began servicein Malawi. The
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Central Africa Conference of SDBs
has grown from 24 churches and
1000 membersin 1953 to 94 churches
and branches and almost 5000 mem-
bers in 1988. In 1990 the Missionary
Society hopes to begin a work in
Cameroon, West Africa, and provides
Bibles for believers in the USSR.
Last April the Philippine SDB
Convention at Campo Uno, Minda-
nao, saw the ordination of three pas-
tors; but three fellowships on Min-
danao island had to disband due to
Communist persecution. Last year
86 youths graduated from various
programs and 300 people were con-
verted. In Myanmar, formerly Burma,
the socialist dictator reopened, for
the senior class only, the Myanma
Institute of Christian Theology and
allowed an SDB student named
Kapmanga to finish his studies.

Religious Prisoners Released

Last October this column chron-
icled the repeated jailing of Karel
and Jindriska Korinek of Czecho-
slovakia to treat their ‘“Adventist
Insanity.” During a July 13 hearing
they were released unconditionally
from the mental hospital and now
are presumably back with four of
their five children. Will they ever
regain custody of their youngest,
Libor, who was long ago put out to
adoption against their wishes? Will
the changes in Eastern Europe end
the abuse of Christians? The gospel
is being preached in Soviet satellite
nations with an openness unknown
in nearly half a century.
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NEWS  FROM THE SEVENTH-DAY COMMUNITY

Fairview COG Helps Out

A local church near the home of
Lawrence and Lottie Burrell, long-
time BSA treasurer and assistant,
has found ways to reach its com-
munity. Affiliated with the Churches
of God, 7th Day, of Meridian Idaho,
the Fairview, Oklahoma, congrega-
tion works with the County Sheriff’s
Department, providing Friday
lunches for prisoners and sharing
the gospel Friday evenings. Two to
three nights a month the church
holds evangelistic meetings at the
Crabtree Correctional Center in
Helena, OK. Working with the Social
Services Department in Fairview,
the group provides food and clothing
for the poor,including annual Thanks-
giving baskets. Like other local
churches that this column has occa-
sionally reported on, the members of
the Fairview, Oklahoma, Church of
God, 7th Day, seem to receive at
least as much blessing as they give,
.though people who reach out
usually aren’t the kind who keep
books on such things.

Very Impressive Visitor

On October 3, the new SDA world
headquarters building in Silver
Spring, Maryland, was grandly
opened in a ceremony featuring
Speaker of the US House of Repre-
sentatives, Thomas Foley. Congress-
man Foley, second in line after the
Vice President for succession to the
US Presidency, praised the Advent-
ist church, especially its far-reach-
ing medical care system and relief
agency. He said he knew personally
many Adventists and felt very friend-
ly toward them.
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Cuba Relaxes Persecution

The most brutally anti-Christian
regime in the Western Hemisphere
has grown more moderate, realiz-
ing, as does China, that Christians—
including 7th-dayers—are the most
assiduous and patriotic members of
societies debilitated by Communism.
An easing of travel restrictions in
the early 80’s allowed Adventists to
occasionally attend foreign confer-
ences. Castro now lets the Cuban
Union produce quarterly Sabbath
school lessons using an electronic
stencil maker and has permitted a
copying machine. While hundreds
of SDAs have left theisland, church
membership reached 10,000 in 1989.
The church now runs a two-year
ministry training programin Havana.
From November 3to 6, General Con-
ference president Neal C. Wilson
visited Cuba, meeting with both
church members and high govern-
ment officials. Adventist Luis
Rodriguez has been allowed to emi-
grate to the US after spending 27
years in prison.

On the Road to Helsinki

Of a recent trip to visit SDB Pas-
tor Sorsa in Finland, missionary
Thomas McElwain wrote, “I felt
impressed to hitch rather than to
take the bus. .. A young man picked
me up. .. He had just returned from
Spain where he had been convicted
of the Sabbath by a tract in Spanish.
He said that he had begun keepinz
the Sabbath, but needed more
knowledge about it. We talked and
studied all the way. When he let me
out, he said it was clearly providen-
tial that he had met me. He prom-
ised to keep in touch.”

THE SABBATH SENTINEL



Now available from BSA!
Sabbath Truths on Tape

Dr. Samuele Bacchiocchi, Prof. of Theology, Andrews Univ.
My Search for the Lord’s Day at Vatican University ('84)
Divine Rest for Human Restlessness ('84)

The Sabbath as a Day of Service ('84)
Sabbath, Holyday or Holiday? ('84)
Good News of the Sabbath ('84)

Dr. Desmond Ford, Founder, Good News Unlimited
The Sabbath ('86)

Richard A. Wiedenheft, BSA Executive Director
How the Sabbath Was Changed to Sunday, Part 1 (’80)
How the Sabbath Was Changed to Sunday, Part 2 ('81)
My Sabbath Shall Be. . .
The Sabbath Was Made For Man (°75)
Putting the Sabbath in Perspective
Sabbath, Day of Freedom ('83)
The Sabbath in the New Covenant ('74)
Why the Sabbath is Vital For Christians (’'83)
The Sabbath & Col. 2:16 ('84)

Media Outreach, Church of God (Seventh Day)
.A Profile On the Sabbath
How Jesus Changed the Law

Dan Gayman, Pastor, Church of Israel
Remember the Sabbath Day to Keep It Holy ('88)

Daniel Porter, Pastor, Baltimore Church of God
How the Sabbath Was Changed

Tapes are available for a donation of $3 per tape, $2.50 each for three or
more; please add $1 to your order to cover postage and handling. Order by
speaker and title from:

The Bible Sabbath Association
RD 1 Box 222
Fairview, OK 73737

The views expressed on these cassettes are those of the speakers, not necessarily of The Bible
Sabbath Association. We are interested in adding to our library Sabbath-related messages by
other speakers—to provide greater variety and balance. if you krow of such, please send us copies
for consideration. Thank you.
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Aunt Dora’s Broken Dish

by Don A. Sanford

It was over 50 years ago that Aunt
Dora Maxson gave a children’s
messagein church that I have treas-
ured through these many years. I
have even repeated it in other
churches when I was one of those
little ones who came forward to listen
to the stories that the big people
gave to the little people, but all the
while hoping that the big people in
the church would listen with atleast
one ear.

Aunt Dora (actually my great-aunt,
whose real name was Julia) was
elected clerk of the Little Genesee,
New York, church a year before I
was born and served till after I had
graduated from high school, so I
looked upon her as one of the pillars
of the church. She was a fixture in
the fifth pew from the front, on the
_ right-hand side of the church, right
near the stained glass window given
in memory of our shared family.
Every Sabbath day, she was there
for as long as I can remember. To
her, the Sabbath worship was a joy
which she would never think of miss-
ing. But the Sabbath day I remember
most was that Sabbath when she
told us a story of a time when she
was our age.

One of her chores as a little girl
was to help wash the dishes. On one
of those occasions, she accidently
dropped a dish, creating a noise
which her mother heard in the liv-
ing room. When asked if she had
broken a dish, her reply was, “No,
there’snoharm done;itdidn’t break,
it’s only cracked. It’s still useable.”

A few weeks passed, and she was
again at her assigned chore. Again
shedropped that same dish, but this
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time shattering it into little pieces.
This time her answer to her
mother’s question was, “There’s no
harm done; it was just that old
cracked dish. It wasn’t worth much,
anyhow.”

Then Aunt Dora explained the
moral of that experience as she asked
us when we thought the dish had
been broken. Was it when she had
first cracked it, or when it was
smashed? It is the same way with
the commandments of God, includ-
ing the one calling for us to “Remem-
berthe Sabbath day to keepit holy.”
Often we just crack it a little at first,
claiming that thereis no harm done.
We have not broken the Sabbath;
it’s still useable. Then later, when
we find ourselvesin situations where
we have not kept the Sabbath as we
should, we can excuse ourselves
becauseit was “‘just thatold cracked
Sabbath; it had already lost its
value.”

_ I am sure that at that tender age
when I first heard Aunt Dora tell
this story, I did not fully understand
the moral of that little parable. But
as I reflected onitlater, [understood
that one of the reasons that the Sab-
bath held such joy for her was because
she treated it with the care one gives
to the finest china. Aunt Dora never
let it slip from her possession to
develop that first crack. She knew
that, once weakened, it would be
easy to lose completely what God
had intended the Sabbath to be: a
precious vessel to hold God’s spirit-
ual food to sustain us week by week.

—reprinted from The Sabbath Recorder,
May '88; a former teacher, the author
is Seventh Day Baptist historian.
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MAILBOX

LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

Response from Overcomer

I wish to extend my thanks to you
for the article you had in Brother
Stair’s OQuvercomer paper (June '89;
A reprint of one of our booklets). At
the time I read it I was in my first
stage of learning about the seventh
day. It helped me a greatdeal, and it
was very clear and understandable.
I give thanks to God for your minis-
try, which is leading many search-
ing people to the gospel of Christ.
I'm 16 years old and used to goto a
Sundaykeeping church, being igno-
rant of God’s Ten Commandments.

England

Appreciation

Please renew by subscription for
another year and send 12 calendars.
I have enjoyed TSS very much this
past year and have made new friends
through the mail by sending for
their Bible articles advertised in
TSS. The recent article “Blessed Are
Ye That Sow” by Brian Jones was
one of the best articles I have read.

Denver, Colorado

Working Toward Unity

In your [annual letter to support-
ers and friends of BSA you printed a
letter from a writer who] feels some-
thing is wrong when various Sab-
bathkeeping groups can’t agree on
beliefs—and possibly feels that your
work is futile. Yahweh has one group
keeping the Sabbath. He calls and
He adds toit. Itis being in this group
of Yahweh’scalling thatis the main
thing. If there were to be no differen-

MARcH 1990

ces, and all of us totally agreed on
everything, why did the Almighty
One inspire to be written “. . .for-
bearing one another in love; endea-
vouring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph.
4:2-3). It appears to me that BSA has
had a part in this. Unity of faith is
something we, the individual must
work at, no matter with which man-
made organization we may or may
not associate. For a fuller explana-
tion of this subject, one may write
forthe article “One” from The Faith,
Box 102, Holt, MI 48842-0102.

George Kinney, Contributing Editor
The Faith magazine

Knocking at Pearly Gates

In your recent editorial (Dec. '89)
you had a hypothetical case of Peter
asking people what they had done to
deserve entrance into the “pearly
gates.” In the judgment of Matt.
25:31-46 the right to enter “the king-
dom prepared for you” is based on
how we have treated one another,
for can we always tell who is one of
His and who is not? In another
glimpseinto the basis for acceptance
by the Messiah when He comes in
poweris Matt. 6:12, 14,15: “... Butif
ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.” So it is our relation-
ships to one another—especially
others in the body of Christ that
makes all the difference in the final
showdown.

George Estey
Garfield, New Jersey
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ADS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Theological Newsletter published
monthly at $20 per year. Send cash
or check to D. F. Schubert, 3026 N.
40th St., Phoenix, AZ 85018. (3)

Free sample copy Scripture “Orig-
inal Text Studies” Hebrew and Greek.
Editor John Purvins, Box 1, Little
Chute, WI 54140. (3)

$1 gets excellent 90 minute tape
on God’s calendar. Hallmark, Rt. 2
Box 83A, Sulphur, OK 73086.  (3)

Free subscription to The Prophetic
Word Magazine! Learn the prophe-
cies now being fulfilled! Learn the
prophecies for our future! Write Box
2442, Abilene, TX 79604. (2-1)

For Sale: 32-year-old family busi-
ness five miles from Spring Vale
Academyin Owosso, Michigan. Com-
plete janitor supply store grossing
- in excess of $200,000. For more infor-
mation, write Smith Janitor Supply,
Inc., P. O. Box 162, Owosso, MI
48867. (2,3)

Enjoy a challenge? Write for free
booklet with many challenging ques-
tions concerning the Godhead. Write
Adam J. Windholz, RD 2 Box 425,
Dalton, PA 18414. (2,3)

Single Christian Man, age 30,
desires to correspond with single,
Sabbathkeeping ladies ages 20 to
30. Please write to: Box 850991,
Richardson, TX 75085. (12-3)

The Biblical Truth about Passover:
14th or 15th? Did Jesus change the
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Passover? Would Jesus have obeyed
the traditions of the Jews or His
Father? A series of seven cassettes
for a suggested donation of $20.
Order from Christian Biblical Church
of God, Box 1245, Hollister, CA
95024 or call (408) 637-1875.  (3-4)

Women, learn your place in God’s
church. Ask Family of God, 7119
Western Tr., San Antonio, TX 78244.

(3-8)

Plain-speaking, in-depth maga-
zine of Bible truth—with insight
into current events and prophecy.
Free. Write YNCA, P. O. Box 50,
Kingdom City, MO 65262. (2-8)

Adventist Church of the Prom-
ise (Messianic), serving northwest
central Florida, invites you to weekly
Sabbath services. For information
call (904) 795-1758 or write P. O. Box
2426, Crystal River, FL 32629. (9-8)

Greetings from the Independent
Church of God of Ft. Payne, Ala-
bama. You areinvited to attend serv-
ices with us on the 1st and 3rd
Sabbaths of each month, starting at
10 a.m. For additional information
call (205) 672-2581 or (205) 492-7565.

(3-9)

Good News Unlimited Meetings
featuring Dr. Desmond Ford. Hen-
dersonville, NC, April 6-7; local con-
tact: Alvin R. (803) 582-2468. Okla-
homa City, April 27-29;local contact:
Dr. Harald K. (405) 340-0506. For full
schedule write GNU, 11710 Educa-
tion St., Auburn, CA 95603. (2,3)
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@/wa%/ Grrece?

In simple language, there is no such thing as “cheap grace.” It is how we
relate to this grace which either cheapens it, or makes it that ‘““marvelous,
infinite, matchless grace” coming down from the Father above.

Ican take the attitude—without saying a word—and manifestinlife that
Ibelieve that the grace of God will save me in my sins. This cheapens God’s
grace as manifest through Jesus Christ; for He came to “‘save His people
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). To manifest a lifestyle which uses the grace of
God to cover the expression of one’s selfish desires is to do “despite unto the
Spirit of grace” (Heb. 10:29).

On the other hand, if I perceive the grace of God to be insufficient to meet
my need for redemption—now I wouldn’t confess this—and I believe that I
must add something to that grace to make it effective, [ have also cheapened
it. But more than that, I have cast reflection upon God saying, though not
openly, God, you are not great enough to provide for my salvation,so I am
going to make a contribution of my good works to help you out. This is as
much an exaltation of self as is the selfish expression to live as one pleases
yet proclaiming the grace of God as a covering for sin. God will condemn the
cheapening of His grace no matter which course of life is followed. God’s
grace did not come cheaply and He will visit in judgment those who cast
aspersion on that grace as well as those who presume upon his mercy.

William H. Grotheer; excerpted from
Watchman What of the Night? Feb. 90

New BSA Leaflet

Whatever Happened to the Sabbath?

Just two pages long, this tract challenges readers to search
the scriptures for support for Sunday observance. Then it
presents biblical evidence for the seventh-day Sabbath. An
inexpensive means of sharing the Sabbath truth; handy size
for pocket, purse, or correspondence (3 and 1/2” x 8 and 1/2");
very attractive cover.

Copies are available for 10¢ each, $8 per hundred. Please add
$1 for shipping and handling. Free sample copy is available if
you send a s.a.s.e. with postage for two ounces. Order from:

The Bible Sabbath Association

RD 1 Box 222
Fairview, OK 73737
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IS YOUR
NUMBER
UP?

Your renewal notice comes with every issue!

The 4-digit number on your mailing label gives the year and month
that your subscription expires. For example, if 8907 appears below your
address, July, 1989 is the month of expiration.

Please renew automatically! Don’t miss an issue.

Annual Subscnptxon .. $12 ($14 outside U.S.)
Membership in BSA (lncludmg subscnpnon) ...................................... $20

If you really want to receive THE SABBATH SENTINEL but cannot afford

subscription, let us know your need. The generosity of others enables us
to send out a limited number of “love” subscriptions.

Now Available 140 new listings

Supplement
to the

Directory of
Sabbath-observing Groups

Now available, a supplement to the sixth edition (1986) of the BSA
directory:

® Over 140 new listings

® More than 85 changes to the 188 listings in the sixth edition

® Includes changes of name, address, phone numbers, and in some cases
leadership

e New listingsinclude name, address, phone numbers, and in some cases
a brief description and leadership information
e Forty pages, some dimensions as the sixth edition

The supplement can be ordered by itself or with the sixth edition.
Supplement only: $2 per copy
Supplement and sixth edition: $7

Please add $1 to order for mailing costs.

The Bible Sabbath Association
RD 1 Box 222
Fairview, Oklahoma 73737
Phone (405) 227-3200



